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April 18		  Earthshare Day 

April  29		  Visual Arts Showcase and 	
		  Spring Concert

May 4		  Arts Lecture - Irene Yee '05

June 7		  Middle School Moving Up

June 8		  Senior Dinner

June 9		  Commencement

June 16-18		 Alumni Weekend
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Remembering Mac Simms
Head of School, 1980 to 1988

The Oakwood Friends School community 
mourns the loss of Clark M. Simms, former 
teacher and head of school, who died on 
July 12, 2019. Below, Amanda Junquera 
Downing ’86 writes about her step-dad.

Clark M. “Mac” Simms passed away on 
July 12, 2019 in Wells, Maine, from age-
related illnesses. He was born on July 27, 
1931, in Montclair, New Jersey, to William 
Henry Simms of Carmel, California, and 
Margery Mckercher Siedler of Montclair.

Mac spent more than three decades being 
a positive influence in the lives of the stu-
dents he taught and his many colleagues 
at three different prep schools: The Gun-
nery in Washington, Connecticut (1959 - 
1978), Oakwood School in Poughkeepsie, 
New York (1978 - 1990) and the Millbrook 
School in Millbrook, New York (1990 - 1992).

Mac loved to teach English, especially Herman 
Melville's Moby Dick. Teaching gave him the 
opportunity to enjoy afternoons either coach-
ing, being with family or being outdoors.

Mac always wanted to make the big-
gest possible difference. His personal, on-
going inquiry was discovering whether 
this was best achieved by teaching Eng-
lish or working in the administration.

He first became the Assistant Headmaster at 
The Gunnery in 1963. He returned to teach-
ing two years later. In 1977, he became The 
Gunnery’s Assistant Headmaster for another 
year. In 1978, Mac moved to the Oakwood 
School, a Quaker school, to become the 
chairman of the English, History and Reli-
gion departments. In 1980, somewhat reluc-
tantly, he became Oakwood’s Headmaster.

Ultimately Mac’s decision between being a 
teacher or administrator came down to his sens-
es of integrity, responsibility and duty. Those 
senses had served him well throughout his life.

Oakwood Friends School mourns the loss 
of two exceptional members of the class of 
1958, Jonathan Flaccus and Richard Knapp.
Both chose to continue their generous legacy 
of support for Oakwood students through 
the establishment of endowed funds.   

Jonathan Flaccus ’58
and his wife Marcy 
Hermansader were 
long-time residents 
of Putney, Vermont, 
and more recently 
of East Dummerston. 
Jonathan was the 
son of Violetta Flac-
cus, an artist, and the 
poet Kimball Flaccus. 

Raised by his grandparents in rural Pennsyl-
vania, he spent much of his childhood explor-
ing the fields and forests around him. He later 
stated that these memories were the source 
for many of his drawings and paintings. 

During his high school years at Oakwood, 
Jonathan developed a love of music, par-
ticularly jazz, which lasted throughout his 
life. He graduated from Haverford Col-
lege and later, as a conscientious objector 
during the war in Vietnam, he fulfilled his 
alternative service at the Bureau of Neu-
rology and Psychiatry in Princeton, NJ, 
where he worked as a research associate. 

Already a skilled photographer, he taught 
himself filmmaking and found employ-
ment specializing in medical documen-
taries. He worked as director of the film 
department at NYU Medical Center. After 
moving to San Francisco in 1970, he be-
came the Supervisor of Motion Picture 
Production at the University of California.  

Jonathan was a natural traveler. As a col-
lege student, he hitch-hiked to California 
every summer and after college he travelled 
for 9 months in Europe and North Africa. 
He hitch-hiked through most of sub-Saha-
ran Africa and later spent a year and a half 
travelling through Japan, Indonesia, Fiji, 
Tonga, Samoa, New Zealand and Australia. 

In 1976, he purchased and renovated a Victo-
rian house on Main Street in Putney. To fur-
nish his house he went to local auctions and 
found himself enjoying the experience and 
wondered if he could make a living buying 
and selling antiques. Beginning with antique 
furniture and art, and soon expanding into 
photography, antiquarian books and ephem-
era, the Unique Antique filled with items 
that Jonathan found intrinsically interesting. 
Once the business was established, Jona-
than resumed traveling around the world.  

Jonathan will be remembered by many for 
his quick wit and wordplay. A friend wrote:” 
I will miss his kind but resolutely non-con-
forming spirit. Without apology, he planted a 

When Mac served in Korea, his command-
ing officer wrote, "His intelligence, tact, and 
unusually cooperative attitude have gained 
for Mr. Simms the respect of the officers 
and men alike." In his academic career, he 
would similarly have the respect of the stu-
dents, teachers, members of the Administra-
tion, parents, and members of the Boards of 
Trustees. As a public servant volunteering on 
countless committees, Mac always did extra 
work to build consensus and get things done. 

He was a proud liberal who loved politics. At 
The Gunnery, he ran mock political conven-
tions every four years. In 1970, he ran for a 
seat in the State Senate in Connecticut. Mac's 
opponents were adversaries -- not enemies. 

Mac is survived by his partner in life since 1980, 
his wife Chase; and the four children of their 
blended family: Jonathan, William, Amanda, 
and Leonardo and their families. Rest in peace, 

In his own words:

Mac Simms reflected on his appointment as 
Oakwood’s head of school and his marriage 
to colleague Chase Crosley in 1980:

“On a very personal level, I am also aware 
of the patterns of permanence and change. 
It was a philosophy of education developed 
over 20 years of teaching and administering, 
and a concern to help students individual-
ly discover a sense of worth and purpose, 
that brought me to Oakwood two years 
ago. At the same time, Chase Crosley ar-
rived to teach English, drama, and Quaker-
ism. She and her two children quickly felt 
that coming to Oakwood was like coming 
home. This past June 22nd, Chase and I mar-
ried each other in the Poughkeepsie Meet-
ing, in the company of family and friends. 
Earlier in June, I enjoyed hearing from Em-
ily Taylor ’23 of earlier Oakwood romanc-
es and marriages. The other big change in 
my life is, of course, becoming headmaster 
of Oakwood. I am still primarily a teacher, 
by inclination, and I shall probably remain 
so. But I am also excited by the challenges 
and opportunities of my new job; and sup-
ported by Chase and by my colleagues and 
friends here, I feel ready to take them on.” 

flag for the strange and curious, and thereby 
allowed all the rest of us to live in that same 
free space, to indulge our own eccentricities. 
I found that side of him deeply comforting.”

Jonathan established the Native American 
Fund at Oakwood in 2017 inspired by the 
school’s celebration of Lakota Culture and the 
activism of Shai Blackbird ’18 from the Rose-
bud Reservation in South Dakota. Jonathan 
traced his life-long interest and concern for 
the rights of indigenous people to his grand-
mother who put aside clothing to contribute 
to indigenous people in need. We are grate-
ful to Jonathan for his philanthropic spirit 
and affection for Oakwood Friends School. 

Dr. Richard Gilbert 
Knapp ’58 taught 
French and general 
studies at Mars Hill 
College for 31 years. 
Dick’s colleague, Dr. 
Greg Clemons, Span-
ish Professor, wrote 
“Au Revoir Mon Ami” 
for publication in 
the Mars Hill Maga-
zine. Excerpts follow:

Few people knew that Dick was an eminent 
scholar on the French writer Voltaire and 18th 
century French literature. In fact, few people 
knew what a towering intellect and enjoy-
able person he was. Dick lived in a beau-
tiful home in North Asheville. Inside were 
artwork, ceramics, and beautiful pieces that 
he had collected over the years. In fact, his 
home was like a museum: around each cor-
ner was another treasure that was matched 
only by the elegant furnishings, carpets, and 
rugs. I remember sitting on the welcoming 
front porch in warm weather just laughing 
and talking about anything and everything 
with Dick. That was the beauty and joy of 
Dick Knapp: he knew so much that I always 
considered him a walking encyclopedia. 

As a new professor in 1971, Dick stood out 
because of his non-Southern demeanor. Be-
ing from New England, Dick was not quite 
sure how to maneuver the Southern way, 
which was at times circuitous and not to 
the point. His stylized use of French and 
his worldliness was a refreshing element 
for the college and for the small town of 
Mars Hill; he brought culture to the cam-
pus and town. Dick’s personality could be 
misunderstood; he was ironic, deprecat-
ing, and very blunt. But the truth was that 
he was also funny, quick with a comment 
or opinion, and dedicated to his career of 
teaching. He loved his scholarly pursuits. 

Dick was always quick to laugh. His intel-
ligence came through in all he said and did 
– his humility about his incredible intellect 
was perhaps one of his greatest features. 
Dick was the son of a veterinarian. That love 

of dogs must have passed to him because 
he owned Doberman pinschers for years, 
but as he aged, he was the owner of Dachs-
hunds.  When he died in January, I knew that 
I would miss him terribly, for he was always 
capable of making me laugh and smile. And, 
memorably, he had the uncanny ability to 
make me aspire to his level of scholarship. 

Through a bequest, Dick made a sub-
stantial contribution to the John Hud-
son Knapp’53 Scholarship Fund, estab-
lished in 2000 through his brother’s estate. 
The Fund will now be called the John H. 
and Richard G. Knapp Scholarship Fund, 
as Dick requested. Oakwood was fortu-
nate to call him a distinguished alum-
nus and wonderful friend of the school.

New Board Member
Dawit Zeleke ’81

Oakwood Friends School is delighted to 
welcome Dawit Zeleke, class of 1981, as 
the newest member of the Board of Man-
agers. Dawit lives in Chico, California, with 
his wife Corinne Ong, and serves as the 
Senior Advisor for Conservation and Agri-
culture for the Nature Conservancy. He is 
responsible for setting strategic vision and 
fundraising for projects for a conservation 
region that includes forests in the Sierra Ne-
vada, river systems in Northern and Central 
California, and more than 100,000 acres of 
agricultural and rangeland properties. Dawit 
and Cori also own and operate Capay Sat-
suma Mandarins, a certified organic orchard.

In 2015, Dawit opened Alumni Weekend by 
presenting the Dash Davis Gleiter Lecture on 
Social Justice: The First Time I Saw Snow: An 
Immigrant’s Journey that Began at Oakwood. 
Students and faculty were mesmerized learn-
ing about Dawit’s life from childhood in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, immigration to the United 
States and arrival at Oakwood as a freshman 
in 1976. After Oakwood, he earned his B.A. 
in Cultural Anthropology from Friends World 
College in Huntington, NY. He later gradu-
ated from the California Agricultural Lead-
ership Program and serves on the Dean’s 
Advisory Board of the U.C. Davis College 
of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. 

Dawit has remained devoted to Oakwood 
Friends School through the years, support-
ing the annual fund and returning often for 
reunion weekends. Recently, on hearing 
the news of Mac Simm’s passing, he com-
mented: “I had the privilege of being men-
tored by Mac at Oakwood. He lives on in 
those he touched. I am heading out today 
for a hike in the Sierras. I couldn’t think 
of a better way to celebrate his life.” 

Chase and Mac at Alumni Weekend 2014
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1985
David Hochfeld -  What an incredible year it's 
been. I got to speak to So many of my friends this 
year and keep up with my Oakwood family. I even 
got to be a part of the biggest surprise gift ever. 
I have become such a fan of my fellow Oaks, that 
seeing their accomplishments inspires me to be 
better, and make a bigger impact. 9 yrs with LIFE 
ALERT, 1,650 lives saved, is just the beginning.....
Sending huge hugs from Tampa

1986
Justin Brown - Happy New Year to everyone. 
Hope to see EVERYONE at Alumni Day this year 
(June 16-18). I will be in attendance with some 
friends making music in the The Spencer Family 
Theater. We played last year at Alumni Day and 
had a blast. Played some stuff to make you bop 
your head. Hope to see more heads bopping this 
year. We encourage audience participation. Come 
check us out and hang afterward. See you then.

1988
Jennifer Elizabeth Brunton - I have a 
wonderful new granddaughter, Wren Merlin 
Brunton, born July 29, 2022. 

1989
Congratulations to Keith Bunin on his new play, 
"The Coast Starlight," opening at Lincoln Center 
Theater. Previews begin on February 16th. 

1992
Dorothy Glusker - is currently a Language 
Development Specialist in Woodside, CA and has 
two daughters, 9 and 14 years old.

1995
Forrest Rohde - After living out west for the 
past 15 years, I’ve recently moved back east, to 
my birthplace New Hampshire. I am so happy to 
be back in New England, reconnecting with the 
friends of my childhood.

2004 
Claribel Baez -  My sister Clara Baez ’03 is 
working hard on her cocktail business and I 
(Claribel aka Bela Baez) am currently focusing my 
energies on my Reiki and Tarot business. 
Photo credit to: Angie LM Vasquez 

2005
Edward Puretz and wife Gigi Rosen Puretz 
have a baby girl, Zelda Puretz, born on February 
9, 2022

Danny Robbins - My husband Joe and I 
currently live in Baltimore where in our free 
time we’re working on renovating and restoring 
our house from the mid 1800’s. Our most 
exciting news though is that on December 23rd 
we welcomed our first child, Ezra Isaac Allen 
Robbins, into the world! He was born healthy 
and happy at 7lbs 9oz. It was a true family effort 
to bring Ezra into the world  - my younger sister, 
and fellow Oakwood alum, Sarah ‘07 donated 
eggs and our sister-in-law Melissa carried Ezra as 
our surrogate. We’re incredibly grateful to both of 
them for helping us become fathers.

Deana Stuart - I'm happy to share that in May 
2022, I married my college sweetheart, Seth 
Abrams. Irene Yee ‘05 was one of my bridesmaids. 
Seth and I live with our two cats in our South 
Philadelphia rowhouse that we purchased in 
2019. I work as a Data Engineer and Seth is a 
Software Developer.

2007
Lillian Shad - My husband Mauro Parra and 
I (both class of ’07) were married back in 2019 
and just welcomed a baby girl this past October - 
Hazel Lorelei Parra. She joins her big sister Laila 
Jane who just turned 10!

Sarah Robbins Weers 
- Still loving life in rural 
northern Michigan, working 
as a Family Medicine Doctor! 

2010
Jessica Cuneo - In September 2022 I started 
a new position as a Billing/Accounts Payable 
Specialist at Kiernan Trebach, LLC, a law firm in 
Washington D.C. 

Congratulations to Daniel Wysocki on his 
marriage to Daegan Keyes on August 28, 2022. 

2016
Benjamin Whipple- My time in the Oakwood 
community were formative years for me that I 
look  back on with more and more reverence. 

2017
Matthew Colalillo - Just completed an 
internship at JBT in Kingston NY. I’m a 
Mechatronics Major (it’s a combination of 
Mechanical Engineering, Computing and 
Electronics) at SUNY Delhi, graduating in 
May 2023.  It is used to design and develop 
manufacturing techniques. (picture: my mom on 
left (Flower shirt), myself, my Aunt Amy, cousin 
Luke, and cousin Leo.)

Spike Kelly-Rossini graduated in December 
with a degree in Ethnomusicology from Bard.

2019
Victoria Allen - is about to graduate (May ’23) 
from Washington College. I credit Bill Doolittle 
for my love of the environment.  I’ll receive a 
degree in environmental studies with minors in 
studio art, political science and museum, field & 
community education. 

Former Faculty / Friends

Michael Sklaroff - Enjoying retirement and 
living in Rhinebeck. We still have 3 dogs and 2 cats.  
Two of the dogs are new rescues who never lived 
with us on campus. I’m in touch, occasionally, 
with former students. It’s great to see them 
making their way in the world.  I volunteer as an 
ESL tutor; I currently have 2 students whom I see 
online.  And I recently started volunteering at 
Northern Dutchess Hospital at their Thompson 
House, their short and long-term care facility, 
where I chat up 90+ year olds and centenarians!

Douglas Wenny - Enjoying retirement at 
Kendal at Longwood in Kennett Square, PA. 

(l-r) Claribel (Bela) and Clara Baez

Danny (left) with husband Joe holding Ezra
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Martha Richdale - It has been a happy and 
healthy year. Several camping trips during 
summer and fall. Tons of beach walking/picture 
taking at sunrise; most importantly, am about 
to celebrate 9 years in remission with stage 4 
metastatic melanoma! My secret is moving 
so quickly that it can't catch me, yoga and 
meditation. Best wishes to all!

Lewis Shepard, sitting with his wife, Ellen 
Berezin, at the New Orleans Art Museum 
Sculpture Garden. The sculpture is part of George 
Segal’s Four Benches and Three Sitters, 1979.

1964
Shari Hubner - Over all the years, Oakwood 
has remained near and dear to my heart, full 
of special memories of magical personal and 
educational experiences. 

Pam Tinnes Lord- My news is my first book 
"Furry Tales" is being made into an Audio book, 
and should be out in the first part of this year, 
narrated by Benjamin Fife. I also have just 
finished my third book, "Furry Tales - No One  
Saw This Coming" and have submitted it for 
publishing. All three books are about friendship, 
inclusion, ecology, aging and the pandemic.

1965
Tess Coppoc DeNies - My husband Mark and 
I have been married for 51 years last November.  
Old age is starting to creep up on us, but we’re 
still active in the community.  Our daughter and 
son-in-law are doing well with successful careers. 

1967
Don Badgley - As of January 1, 2023, I am 
retired from my insurance business.  I am blessed 
beyond words and looking forward to many years 
to enjoy the fruits of my and my wife Tracy’s labor. 

Congratulations to Grammy Award winner 
Bonnie Raitt for her recognition as a songwriter. 
Her song "Just Like That..." was chosen as Song of 
the Year at the awards show on February 5th. 

Debra Perlstein Spina - I graduated Oakwood 
in 1967 - I take it wherever I go.  My two children 
attended Friends Academy in Locust Valley, NY.  
They are exceptional participants of life. 

Nancy Leopitzi-Wawrla - Hey, F/friends! 
I feel pretty fortunate to have been in touch 
with former schoolmates from 1965 to 1971. A 
wonderful surprise, this past fall, was to share 
cocktails, dinner and a delightful evening in Red 
Hook, NY, with Leeba Canter Blask ’67. She looks 
fabulous! I periodically speak with my freshman 
roommate, Barbara Spark ’67, who continues 

to advise me and provide uplifting humor. I 
attended Pat and Bob Saling’s ’67 amazing 50th 
wedding anniversary celebration, in NYC. I spoke 
with (Ward) Jake Morrel ’65 and Beth Knight 
Morrel ’66 in November, from Florida. (You 
know they’re married, right?) Jake has flown 
his own planes, in Maine, since the ’70’s and a 
college friend’s husband, who also flies his own 
plane (and in Maine), was interested in Jake’s 
book, entitled Hardscrabble Lodge. I’m always 
thrilled to promote a friend’s work! Fred Jellin 
’66, recently sent me a lovely note, with a photo 
of him and his sons! Jonathan Kaplan ’68 has 
been encouraging me to ski with him in Colorado 
(…under consideration, Jon, I just bought new 
skis!). I’m planning a February rendezvous with 
Nina Kammerer ’69 and, separately, with Peggy 
Keiser, in Poughkeepsie. Connecting with dear 
Oakwood f/Friends is simply “youthifying”!!! I 
wish you all a happy, joyous and healthy 2023!

1970
Theresa Riley Baron - Wishing love and 
prosperity to all my Oakwood classmates - the 
world needs this more than us. Peace to all.  

Jim Raker - Retired! Mostly playing bluegrass 
and still causing trouble. Two kids in Alaska and 
two in Brooklyn - makes travel and visiting easier. 
See y'all in Poughkeepsie!

1972
Eric Hoffman - Enjoying retirement in 
Berkeley, CA. Sorry that I missed everyone at 
the 50th reunion! 

1975
Thanks to Randy Detwiler for visiting campus 
in February to donate a Celestron Computerized 
Telescope for our Math and Science Department! 
We enjoyed the visit and look forward to our 
students getting an amazing view of the night 
sky for years to come! 

1979
Ellen Oltman Kellner - Here is a photo of my 
old friend and classmate David Eskin '79 and me, 
when he and his family came to visit us in New 
Orleans recently.

1981
Neal Ostberg - Hi Friends! This year, our 
community lost Dawit “David” Zeleke, Class of 
’81. He and I spoke after he chose to discontinue 
chemotherapy. We laughed and shared about 
the immense impact Oakwood Friends School 
had on our lives. We acknowledged the moral 
compass Quaker life instilled in us and the strong 
sense of community that remained with us long 
after graduation. I strive to teach these qualities 

to my 10-year old daughter. Dawit will be missed 
by many. Love to all. Here is a video link showing 
some of Dawit’s accomplishments with The 
Nature Conservancy in California: 
https://tinyurl.com/DawitZeleke

1982
Levan Johnson - I’m grateful for my experience 
at Oakwood during my formative years.

1983
Anne McCord Wrublewski - Nothing much 
new on our front; I still work as a travel agent 
for Frosch and we continue to live in Riverdale 
in the Bronx.  We still travel to Scotland every 
year for the Hebridean Celtic Festival, and try to 
get in other trips when we can.  This year will be 
our 20th wedding anniversary, and we're hoping 
to celebrate with a small party at An Beal Bocht, 
which is our local pub.  Best wishes to all!

Oona Younger - Connecting with so many of 
you through Facebook has been such a gift. I love 
hearing about my classmates, teachers, staff and 
other classes. It’s been meaningful to develop 
new Oakwood relationships and to rekindle older 
friendships. I hope to see everyone from ’83 at 
the reunion in June! There have been big changes 
in my life recently. My husband, Howard, died in 
January from ALS - an absolutely devastating, 
heartbreaking illness. Last March, after 17 
years of working and living in an alternative, 
intentional elder care community (Howard 
worked there for 10 years and then became a 
resident in the care unit when he became too 
disabled to work) we moved to Wisconsin to live 
with a friend. Howard was taken care of by me 
and some wonderful caregivers. Our kids flew in 
from NY, just in the nick of time and spent a few 
hours with him while he was still conscious. He 
died at home surrounded by his loved ones. I’ll be 
moving back to the Hudson Valley this summer 
to be a part-time live-in caregiver for an elderly 
person. Volunteering at Oakwood, learning 
how to play the hammered dulcimer, making 
medicinal herbal products (salves, tinctures, 
tree blends, etc.) and spending time with friends 
and family are all on my agenda. Thank you to 
Oakwood for being so instrumental in weaving 
together the lives of so many people.

1984
Katie Settel - Every time an Oak Leaves arrives, 
I rush to see 1984 and love seeing anything sent 
in. This time, I thought it only fair that I send in 
something. I have only added to Oak Leaves twice 
before. Once when I was in my 20's telling you 
all how I discovered photography and was going 
to be a photographer!! Then I spent the next 15 
years not being a photographer. The second one 
was when my son was born, who is now 18… 
Life has been fun, life has been hard and all the 
feelings in between. Some days are still tough, 
but I have the most incredible foundation thanks 
to you all. I am so grateful to Oakwood for being 
the place I could finally meet the person I had 
been hiding. I did finally return to photography 
and have landed my dream job photographing 
concerts for a venue in Connecticut. My kids are 
now 16 and 18, my daughter, a mini me. This 
concerns me. I hope to inspire you guys to add to 
Oak Leaves because selfishly, I'd love to read about 
you next time I rush to 1984. Actually, I'd love to 
read about all the classes. Sending you all my best.
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Class Notes

1946
Betty Nunn Moon-Kramer - Still living 
independently at a University of Florida 
retirement community. Go Gators!

1950
Congratulations to Board Member Eric 
Wohlforth who received the Walter Hickel 
award for public service from Commonwealth 
North, an Alaskan public research nonprofit 
entity in October. 
	
1951
John Earp - I just turned 89, and that’s how I feel.  
No longer vibrant and lively.  Two bouts of Covid 
this year (not bad because I was fully vaccinated 
and boosted).  Cognition is also beginning to slip 
a bit, but overall I’m doing quite well. 

1953
Taffy Thunick Hoffman - I’ve weathered both 
Covid and the California rain/snow -without 
incident.  Still active in my senior community. 

1954
Kay Memelsdorff Johnson - I am alive and 
well in the Washington, D.C. area. I would love 
to see anyone who ventures down this way. I am 
still volunteering as a docent for the National 
Gallery of Art and am planning to move to a 
CCRC (Collington) in April. I miss Libby and Saul 
like crazy.

1955
Judith Palmer Muggia - Al and I are happily 
ensconced at Brookhaven at Lexington (MA) 
since 2016.  Very spacious apartment, two 
gardens to tend, a fund of delightful new friends 
and countless programs - speakers, music, art 
and trips, etc. to enjoy as well as total health care.  
Three sons, their wives and ten grandchildren 
make time to visit often. Al has retired from 
giving courses through Tufts at this point and I 
have retired from my business Galapagos Direct 
but remain involved by supporting an education 
initiative in support of island children.  We fear 
for the world we are leaving to our children and 
grandchildren! 

1956  
Kay Busher Ross - Life is good here in Florida 
but I do miss my family up north.  We are healthy 
& live in a nice gated community with lots to do, 
not very far from the ocean.  Sadly, I lost my sister 
last year, Pat Busher Mead 1948.  I sure miss her.  
Happy New Year to all! 

Molly Watt - Thrilled our play George and Ruth: 
Songs and Letters of the Spanish Civil War found 
a home and is a free download on the ALBA 
(Abraham Lincoln Brigade) website. Did you 
know ALBA has a network of 1,000 high school 
teachers teaching a course on the SCW? Plus 

the play is being translated for a performance 
in Spain next fall. Plus us oldies, my husband 
Dan and myself, will be performing it at the 
World Fellowship Center again this summer. It 
was almost our first performance some twenty 
years ago and this will very likely be our last, 
two musicians with us. I had my first birthday 
away from home in 1954 when I turned 16 and 
my mother sent me a cake mix and candles and 
my roommate Pat Walker and I made the cake 
and shared it with our dorm by candlelight 
after lights out, a very special birthday. We 
are great grandparents for the second time. 
Pahtosequan (meaning he, she, they bring spring 
in Nipmuc) born in March. Our granddaughter is 
a member of the Nipmuc People. Happy another 
granddaughter, Alice Flanagan, Oakwood class of 
2017 married her sweetheart Mario D’Agostino 
and lives in Sheffield, England.  Hope all are 
well! Miraculously we are healthy so far despite 
working, ushering for Harvard and proctoring 
finals etc. We test and test again. 

1957
Isadora (Ginger) Botvin Alman - I moved to 
the Palm Springs area with my long-time partner. 
I still write monthly for Psychology Today 
online (www.psychologytoday.com/blog/sex-
sociability) and I welcome any old (and we are!) 
schoolmates to write me at askisadora@aol.com

1958
Holly Clarke-McAlary - Active with poetry - 
coordinate monthly poetry reading series.  Also 
busy with social justice work at the congregational 
church I joined a few years ago.  Grandson Tyler 
was married in October, and granddaughter 
Natalie will wed in August 2023. 

Jerry Hoerner - My late father who was born 
in 1898 and a physician used to say, "the knife of 
time cuts all of us down".  Well, approaching 83 it 
is working on me.  I summer in Ohio and winter 
in Florida.  My email address is jerryhoerner@
gmail.com.  Please drop me a note if you are 
interested.

1959
Susan Gerner Moskal - Sadly, my husband  of 
58 years passed away on November 17, 2022. Ed 
and I had a wonderful life raising two daughters 

and watching our six grandchildren develop into 
amazing adults. After we both retired we traveled 
the world and supported our local symphony 
orchestra. I have since moved to assisted living (we 
planned on doing this together) and am adjusting 
to a new lifestyle and making new friends. 

1961
Karen Drucker Omahen - Ken and I have 
become snowbirds! We will spend the winter in St. 
Augustine, FL and the summer in Newbury, NH.

1962
Joe de Groot - I moved to Coos Bay/North Bend, 
Oregon in 2006. After retiring from a career in 
broadcasting in 2009 I found a nice quiet place to 
live and have been enjoying my life surrounded 
by some of the most beautiful nature in the 

world. As I look back on 
my past I continually 
reflect back on my years 
at Oakwood and the 
help I received from the 
Oakwood community. 
I’m still in touch with 
Oakwood friends after 
60 years and enjoy 
reconnecting with friends 
whenever and wherever 
possible. Best wishes to 
you all.

Peter Longini - I mostly retired this past May 
and I’m learning to navigate life as a man of 
leisure. 

1963
Barbara Richmond Mates - I’m hoping this 
will be my last semester as a professor. I am 
looking forward to the first time in 50 years 
without a full time job.

Evy Reitzel Okerstrom - Hello to Everyone, I 
live in New Smyrna Beach, FL and have been here 
for the past eight years. It is a small art centered 
community and I am a part of it.  I am a watercolor, 
pen and ink artist primarily. I am represented by 
the Hub on Canal in NSB, and I teach classes in 
Sketching with Watercolor, Pen & Ink.  I write a 

monthly blog about my 
art news, and have a 
website: evyokerstrom.
com. It would be great 
to hear from everyone. 
I am attaching my latest 
painting which will 
be part of an exhibit, 
"Viva Carnivale" at Art 
Spotlight in Ormond 
Beach, the month of 
February.  

Alice Flanagan ’17 with husband Mario D’Agostino
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Class Notes

1946
Betty Nunn Moon-Kramer - Still living 
independently at a University of Florida 
retirement community. Go Gators!

1950
Congratulations to Board Member Eric 
Wohlforth who received the Walter Hickel 
award for public service from Commonwealth 
North, an Alaskan public research nonprofit 
entity in October. 
	
1951
John Earp - I just turned 89, and that’s how I feel.  
No longer vibrant and lively.  Two bouts of Covid 
this year (not bad because I was fully vaccinated 
and boosted).  Cognition is also beginning to slip 
a bit, but overall I’m doing quite well. 

1953
Taffy Thunick Hoffman - I’ve weathered both 
Covid and the California rain/snow -without 
incident.  Still active in my senior community. 

1954
Kay Memelsdorff Johnson - I am alive and 
well in the Washington, D.C. area. I would love 
to see anyone who ventures down this way. I am 
still volunteering as a docent for the National 
Gallery of Art and am planning to move to a 
CCRC (Collington) in April. I miss Libby and Saul 
like crazy.

1955
Judith Palmer Muggia - Al and I are happily 
ensconced at Brookhaven at Lexington (MA) 
since 2016.  Very spacious apartment, two 
gardens to tend, a fund of delightful new friends 
and countless programs - speakers, music, art 
and trips, etc. to enjoy as well as total health care.  
Three sons, their wives and ten grandchildren 
make time to visit often. Al has retired from 
giving courses through Tufts at this point and I 
have retired from my business Galapagos Direct 
but remain involved by supporting an education 
initiative in support of island children.  We fear 
for the world we are leaving to our children and 
grandchildren! 

1956  
Kay Busher Ross - Life is good here in Florida 
but I do miss my family up north.  We are healthy 
& live in a nice gated community with lots to do, 
not very far from the ocean.  Sadly, I lost my sister 
last year, Pat Busher Mead 1948.  I sure miss her.  
Happy New Year to all! 

Molly Watt - Thrilled our play George and Ruth: 
Songs and Letters of the Spanish Civil War found 
a home and is a free download on the ALBA 
(Abraham Lincoln Brigade) website. Did you 
know ALBA has a network of 1,000 high school 
teachers teaching a course on the SCW? Plus 

the play is being translated for a performance 
in Spain next fall. Plus us oldies, my husband 
Dan and myself, will be performing it at the 
World Fellowship Center again this summer. It 
was almost our first performance some twenty 
years ago and this will very likely be our last, 
two musicians with us. I had my first birthday 
away from home in 1954 when I turned 16 and 
my mother sent me a cake mix and candles and 
my roommate Pat Walker and I made the cake 
and shared it with our dorm by candlelight 
after lights out, a very special birthday. We 
are great grandparents for the second time. 
Pahtosequan (meaning he, she, they bring spring 
in Nipmuc) born in March. Our granddaughter is 
a member of the Nipmuc People. Happy another 
granddaughter, Alice Flanagan, Oakwood class of 
2017 married her sweetheart Mario D’Agostino 
and lives in Sheffield, England.  Hope all are 
well! Miraculously we are healthy so far despite 
working, ushering for Harvard and proctoring 
finals etc. We test and test again. 

1957
Isadora (Ginger) Botvin Alman - I moved to 
the Palm Springs area with my long-time partner. 
I still write monthly for Psychology Today 
online (www.psychologytoday.com/blog/sex-
sociability) and I welcome any old (and we are!) 
schoolmates to write me at askisadora@aol.com

1958
Holly Clarke-McAlary - Active with poetry - 
coordinate monthly poetry reading series.  Also 
busy with social justice work at the congregational 
church I joined a few years ago.  Grandson Tyler 
was married in October, and granddaughter 
Natalie will wed in August 2023. 

Jerry Hoerner - My late father who was born 
in 1898 and a physician used to say, "the knife of 
time cuts all of us down".  Well, approaching 83 it 
is working on me.  I summer in Ohio and winter 
in Florida.  My email address is jerryhoerner@
gmail.com.  Please drop me a note if you are 
interested.
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Susan Gerner Moskal - Sadly, my husband  of 
58 years passed away on November 17, 2022. Ed 
and I had a wonderful life raising two daughters 

and watching our six grandchildren develop into 
amazing adults. After we both retired we traveled 
the world and supported our local symphony 
orchestra. I have since moved to assisted living (we 
planned on doing this together) and am adjusting 
to a new lifestyle and making new friends. 

1961
Karen Drucker Omahen - Ken and I have 
become snowbirds! We will spend the winter in St. 
Augustine, FL and the summer in Newbury, NH.

1962
Joe de Groot - I moved to Coos Bay/North Bend, 
Oregon in 2006. After retiring from a career in 
broadcasting in 2009 I found a nice quiet place to 
live and have been enjoying my life surrounded 
by some of the most beautiful nature in the 

world. As I look back on 
my past I continually 
reflect back on my years 
at Oakwood and the 
help I received from the 
Oakwood community. 
I’m still in touch with 
Oakwood friends after 
60 years and enjoy 
reconnecting with friends 
whenever and wherever 
possible. Best wishes to 
you all.

Peter Longini - I mostly retired this past May 
and I’m learning to navigate life as a man of 
leisure. 

1963
Barbara Richmond Mates - I’m hoping this 
will be my last semester as a professor. I am 
looking forward to the first time in 50 years 
without a full time job.

Evy Reitzel Okerstrom - Hello to Everyone, I 
live in New Smyrna Beach, FL and have been here 
for the past eight years. It is a small art centered 
community and I am a part of it.  I am a watercolor, 
pen and ink artist primarily. I am represented by 
the Hub on Canal in NSB, and I teach classes in 
Sketching with Watercolor, Pen & Ink.  I write a 

monthly blog about my 
art news, and have a 
website: evyokerstrom.
com. It would be great 
to hear from everyone. 
I am attaching my latest 
painting which will 
be part of an exhibit, 
"Viva Carnivale" at Art 
Spotlight in Ormond 
Beach, the month of 
February.  

Alice Flanagan ’17 with husband Mario D’Agostino
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Martha Richdale - It has been a happy and 
healthy year. Several camping trips during 
summer and fall. Tons of beach walking/picture 
taking at sunrise; most importantly, am about 
to celebrate 9 years in remission with stage 4 
metastatic melanoma! My secret is moving 
so quickly that it can't catch me, yoga and 
meditation. Best wishes to all!

Lewis Shepard, sitting with his wife, Ellen 
Berezin, at the New Orleans Art Museum 
Sculpture Garden. The sculpture is part of George 
Segal’s Four Benches and Three Sitters, 1979.

1964
Shari Hubner - Over all the years, Oakwood 
has remained near and dear to my heart, full 
of special memories of magical personal and 
educational experiences. 

Pam Tinnes Lord- My news is my first book 
"Furry Tales" is being made into an Audio book, 
and should be out in the first part of this year, 
narrated by Benjamin Fife. I also have just 
finished my third book, "Furry Tales - No One  
Saw This Coming" and have submitted it for 
publishing. All three books are about friendship, 
inclusion, ecology, aging and the pandemic.

1965
Tess Coppoc DeNies - My husband Mark and 
I have been married for 51 years last November.  
Old age is starting to creep up on us, but we’re 
still active in the community.  Our daughter and 
son-in-law are doing well with successful careers. 

1967
Don Badgley - As of January 1, 2023, I am 
retired from my insurance business.  I am blessed 
beyond words and looking forward to many years 
to enjoy the fruits of my and my wife Tracy’s labor. 

Congratulations to Grammy Award winner 
Bonnie Raitt for her recognition as a songwriter. 
Her song "Just Like That..." was chosen as Song of 
the Year at the awards show on February 5th. 

Debra Perlstein Spina - I graduated Oakwood 
in 1967 - I take it wherever I go.  My two children 
attended Friends Academy in Locust Valley, NY.  
They are exceptional participants of life. 

Nancy Leopitzi-Wawrla - Hey, F/friends! 
I feel pretty fortunate to have been in touch 
with former schoolmates from 1965 to 1971. A 
wonderful surprise, this past fall, was to share 
cocktails, dinner and a delightful evening in Red 
Hook, NY, with Leeba Canter Blask ’67. She looks 
fabulous! I periodically speak with my freshman 
roommate, Barbara Spark ’67, who continues 

to advise me and provide uplifting humor. I 
attended Pat and Bob Saling’s ’67 amazing 50th 
wedding anniversary celebration, in NYC. I spoke 
with (Ward) Jake Morrel ’65 and Beth Knight 
Morrel ’66 in November, from Florida. (You 
know they’re married, right?) Jake has flown 
his own planes, in Maine, since the ’70’s and a 
college friend’s husband, who also flies his own 
plane (and in Maine), was interested in Jake’s 
book, entitled Hardscrabble Lodge. I’m always 
thrilled to promote a friend’s work! Fred Jellin 
’66, recently sent me a lovely note, with a photo 
of him and his sons! Jonathan Kaplan ’68 has 
been encouraging me to ski with him in Colorado 
(…under consideration, Jon, I just bought new 
skis!). I’m planning a February rendezvous with 
Nina Kammerer ’69 and, separately, with Peggy 
Keiser, in Poughkeepsie. Connecting with dear 
Oakwood f/Friends is simply “youthifying”!!! I 
wish you all a happy, joyous and healthy 2023!

1970
Theresa Riley Baron - Wishing love and 
prosperity to all my Oakwood classmates - the 
world needs this more than us. Peace to all.  

Jim Raker - Retired! Mostly playing bluegrass 
and still causing trouble. Two kids in Alaska and 
two in Brooklyn - makes travel and visiting easier. 
See y'all in Poughkeepsie!

1972
Eric Hoffman - Enjoying retirement in 
Berkeley, CA. Sorry that I missed everyone at 
the 50th reunion! 

1975
Thanks to Randy Detwiler for visiting campus 
in February to donate a Celestron Computerized 
Telescope for our Math and Science Department! 
We enjoyed the visit and look forward to our 
students getting an amazing view of the night 
sky for years to come! 

1979
Ellen Oltman Kellner - Here is a photo of my 
old friend and classmate David Eskin '79 and me, 
when he and his family came to visit us in New 
Orleans recently.

1981
Neal Ostberg - Hi Friends! This year, our 
community lost Dawit “David” Zeleke, Class of 
’81. He and I spoke after he chose to discontinue 
chemotherapy. We laughed and shared about 
the immense impact Oakwood Friends School 
had on our lives. We acknowledged the moral 
compass Quaker life instilled in us and the strong 
sense of community that remained with us long 
after graduation. I strive to teach these qualities 

to my 10-year old daughter. Dawit will be missed 
by many. Love to all. Here is a video link showing 
some of Dawit’s accomplishments with The 
Nature Conservancy in California: 
https://tinyurl.com/DawitZeleke

1982
Levan Johnson - I’m grateful for my experience 
at Oakwood during my formative years.

1983
Anne McCord Wrublewski - Nothing much 
new on our front; I still work as a travel agent 
for Frosch and we continue to live in Riverdale 
in the Bronx.  We still travel to Scotland every 
year for the Hebridean Celtic Festival, and try to 
get in other trips when we can.  This year will be 
our 20th wedding anniversary, and we're hoping 
to celebrate with a small party at An Beal Bocht, 
which is our local pub.  Best wishes to all!

Oona Younger - Connecting with so many of 
you through Facebook has been such a gift. I love 
hearing about my classmates, teachers, staff and 
other classes. It’s been meaningful to develop 
new Oakwood relationships and to rekindle older 
friendships. I hope to see everyone from ’83 at 
the reunion in June! There have been big changes 
in my life recently. My husband, Howard, died in 
January from ALS - an absolutely devastating, 
heartbreaking illness. Last March, after 17 
years of working and living in an alternative, 
intentional elder care community (Howard 
worked there for 10 years and then became a 
resident in the care unit when he became too 
disabled to work) we moved to Wisconsin to live 
with a friend. Howard was taken care of by me 
and some wonderful caregivers. Our kids flew in 
from NY, just in the nick of time and spent a few 
hours with him while he was still conscious. He 
died at home surrounded by his loved ones. I’ll be 
moving back to the Hudson Valley this summer 
to be a part-time live-in caregiver for an elderly 
person. Volunteering at Oakwood, learning 
how to play the hammered dulcimer, making 
medicinal herbal products (salves, tinctures, 
tree blends, etc.) and spending time with friends 
and family are all on my agenda. Thank you to 
Oakwood for being so instrumental in weaving 
together the lives of so many people.

1984
Katie Settel - Every time an Oak Leaves arrives, 
I rush to see 1984 and love seeing anything sent 
in. This time, I thought it only fair that I send in 
something. I have only added to Oak Leaves twice 
before. Once when I was in my 20's telling you 
all how I discovered photography and was going 
to be a photographer!! Then I spent the next 15 
years not being a photographer. The second one 
was when my son was born, who is now 18… 
Life has been fun, life has been hard and all the 
feelings in between. Some days are still tough, 
but I have the most incredible foundation thanks 
to you all. I am so grateful to Oakwood for being 
the place I could finally meet the person I had 
been hiding. I did finally return to photography 
and have landed my dream job photographing 
concerts for a venue in Connecticut. My kids are 
now 16 and 18, my daughter, a mini me. This 
concerns me. I hope to inspire you guys to add to 
Oak Leaves because selfishly, I'd love to read about 
you next time I rush to 1984. Actually, I'd love to 
read about all the classes. Sending you all my best.
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1985
David Hochfeld -  What an incredible year it's 
been. I got to speak to So many of my friends this 
year and keep up with my Oakwood family. I even 
got to be a part of the biggest surprise gift ever. 
I have become such a fan of my fellow Oaks, that 
seeing their accomplishments inspires me to be 
better, and make a bigger impact. 9 yrs with LIFE 
ALERT, 1,650 lives saved, is just the beginning.....
Sending huge hugs from Tampa

1986
Justin Brown - Happy New Year to everyone. 
Hope to see EVERYONE at Alumni Day this year 
(June 16-18). I will be in attendance with some 
friends making music in the The Spencer Family 
Theater. We played last year at Alumni Day and 
had a blast. Played some stuff to make you bop 
your head. Hope to see more heads bopping this 
year. We encourage audience participation. Come 
check us out and hang afterward. See you then.

1988
Jennifer Elizabeth Brunton - I have a 
wonderful new granddaughter, Wren Merlin 
Brunton, born July 29, 2022. 

1989
Congratulations to Keith Bunin on his new play, 
"The Coast Starlight," opening at Lincoln Center 
Theater. Previews begin on February 16th. 

1992
Dorothy Glusker - is currently a Language 
Development Specialist in Woodside, CA and has 
two daughters, 9 and 14 years old.

1995
Forrest Rohde - After living out west for the 
past 15 years, I’ve recently moved back east, to 
my birthplace New Hampshire. I am so happy to 
be back in New England, reconnecting with the 
friends of my childhood.

2004 
Claribel Baez -  My sister Clara Baez ’03 is 
working hard on her cocktail business and I 
(Claribel aka Bela Baez) am currently focusing my 
energies on my Reiki and Tarot business. 
Photo credit to: Angie LM Vasquez 

2005
Edward Puretz and wife Gigi Rosen Puretz 
have a baby girl, Zelda Puretz, born on February 
9, 2022

Danny Robbins - My husband Joe and I 
currently live in Baltimore where in our free 
time we’re working on renovating and restoring 
our house from the mid 1800’s. Our most 
exciting news though is that on December 23rd 
we welcomed our first child, Ezra Isaac Allen 
Robbins, into the world! He was born healthy 
and happy at 7lbs 9oz. It was a true family effort 
to bring Ezra into the world  - my younger sister, 
and fellow Oakwood alum, Sarah ‘07 donated 
eggs and our sister-in-law Melissa carried Ezra as 
our surrogate. We’re incredibly grateful to both of 
them for helping us become fathers.

Deana Stuart - I'm happy to share that in May 
2022, I married my college sweetheart, Seth 
Abrams. Irene Yee ‘05 was one of my bridesmaids. 
Seth and I live with our two cats in our South 
Philadelphia rowhouse that we purchased in 
2019. I work as a Data Engineer and Seth is a 
Software Developer.

2007
Lillian Shad - My husband Mauro Parra and 
I (both class of ’07) were married back in 2019 
and just welcomed a baby girl this past October - 
Hazel Lorelei Parra. She joins her big sister Laila 
Jane who just turned 10!

Sarah Robbins Weers 
- Still loving life in rural 
northern Michigan, working 
as a Family Medicine Doctor! 

2010
Jessica Cuneo - In September 2022 I started 
a new position as a Billing/Accounts Payable 
Specialist at Kiernan Trebach, LLC, a law firm in 
Washington D.C. 

Congratulations to Daniel Wysocki on his 
marriage to Daegan Keyes on August 28, 2022. 

2016
Benjamin Whipple- My time in the Oakwood 
community were formative years for me that I 
look  back on with more and more reverence. 

2017
Matthew Colalillo - Just completed an 
internship at JBT in Kingston NY. I’m a 
Mechatronics Major (it’s a combination of 
Mechanical Engineering, Computing and 
Electronics) at SUNY Delhi, graduating in 
May 2023.  It is used to design and develop 
manufacturing techniques. (picture: my mom on 
left (Flower shirt), myself, my Aunt Amy, cousin 
Luke, and cousin Leo.)

Spike Kelly-Rossini graduated in December 
with a degree in Ethnomusicology from Bard.

2019
Victoria Allen - is about to graduate (May ’23) 
from Washington College. I credit Bill Doolittle 
for my love of the environment.  I’ll receive a 
degree in environmental studies with minors in 
studio art, political science and museum, field & 
community education. 

Former Faculty / Friends

Michael Sklaroff - Enjoying retirement and 
living in Rhinebeck. We still have 3 dogs and 2 cats.  
Two of the dogs are new rescues who never lived 
with us on campus. I’m in touch, occasionally, 
with former students. It’s great to see them 
making their way in the world.  I volunteer as an 
ESL tutor; I currently have 2 students whom I see 
online.  And I recently started volunteering at 
Northern Dutchess Hospital at their Thompson 
House, their short and long-term care facility, 
where I chat up 90+ year olds and centenarians!

Douglas Wenny - Enjoying retirement at 
Kendal at Longwood in Kennett Square, PA. 

(l-r) Claribel (Bela) and Clara Baez

Danny (left) with husband Joe holding Ezra
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Remembering Mac Simms
Head of School, 1980 to 1988

The Oakwood Friends School community 
mourns the loss of Clark M. Simms, former 
teacher and head of school, who died on 
July 12, 2019. Below, Amanda Junquera 
Downing ’86 writes about her step-dad.

Clark M. “Mac” Simms passed away on 
July 12, 2019 in Wells, Maine, from age-
related illnesses. He was born on July 27, 
1931, in Montclair, New Jersey, to William 
Henry Simms of Carmel, California, and 
Margery Mckercher Siedler of Montclair.

Mac spent more than three decades being 
a positive influence in the lives of the stu-
dents he taught and his many colleagues 
at three different prep schools: The Gun-
nery in Washington, Connecticut (1959 - 
1978), Oakwood School in Poughkeepsie, 
New York (1978 - 1990) and the Millbrook 
School in Millbrook, New York (1990 - 1992).

Mac loved to teach English, especially Herman 
Melville's Moby Dick. Teaching gave him the 
opportunity to enjoy afternoons either coach-
ing, being with family or being outdoors.

Mac always wanted to make the big-
gest possible difference. His personal, on-
going inquiry was discovering whether 
this was best achieved by teaching Eng-
lish or working in the administration.

He first became the Assistant Headmaster at 
The Gunnery in 1963. He returned to teach-
ing two years later. In 1977, he became The 
Gunnery’s Assistant Headmaster for another 
year. In 1978, Mac moved to the Oakwood 
School, a Quaker school, to become the 
chairman of the English, History and Reli-
gion departments. In 1980, somewhat reluc-
tantly, he became Oakwood’s Headmaster.

Ultimately Mac’s decision between being a 
teacher or administrator came down to his sens-
es of integrity, responsibility and duty. Those 
senses had served him well throughout his life.

Oakwood Friends School mourns the loss 
of two exceptional members of the class of 
1958, Jonathan Flaccus and Richard Knapp.
Both chose to continue their generous legacy 
of support for Oakwood students through 
the establishment of endowed funds.   

Jonathan Flaccus ’58
and his wife Marcy 
Hermansader were 
long-time residents 
of Putney, Vermont, 
and more recently 
of East Dummerston. 
Jonathan was the 
son of Violetta Flac-
cus, an artist, and the 
poet Kimball Flaccus. 

Raised by his grandparents in rural Pennsyl-
vania, he spent much of his childhood explor-
ing the fields and forests around him. He later 
stated that these memories were the source 
for many of his drawings and paintings. 

During his high school years at Oakwood, 
Jonathan developed a love of music, par-
ticularly jazz, which lasted throughout his 
life. He graduated from Haverford Col-
lege and later, as a conscientious objector 
during the war in Vietnam, he fulfilled his 
alternative service at the Bureau of Neu-
rology and Psychiatry in Princeton, NJ, 
where he worked as a research associate. 

Already a skilled photographer, he taught 
himself filmmaking and found employ-
ment specializing in medical documen-
taries. He worked as director of the film 
department at NYU Medical Center. After 
moving to San Francisco in 1970, he be-
came the Supervisor of Motion Picture 
Production at the University of California.  

Jonathan was a natural traveler. As a col-
lege student, he hitch-hiked to California 
every summer and after college he travelled 
for 9 months in Europe and North Africa. 
He hitch-hiked through most of sub-Saha-
ran Africa and later spent a year and a half 
travelling through Japan, Indonesia, Fiji, 
Tonga, Samoa, New Zealand and Australia. 

In 1976, he purchased and renovated a Victo-
rian house on Main Street in Putney. To fur-
nish his house he went to local auctions and 
found himself enjoying the experience and 
wondered if he could make a living buying 
and selling antiques. Beginning with antique 
furniture and art, and soon expanding into 
photography, antiquarian books and ephem-
era, the Unique Antique filled with items 
that Jonathan found intrinsically interesting. 
Once the business was established, Jona-
than resumed traveling around the world.  

Jonathan will be remembered by many for 
his quick wit and wordplay. A friend wrote:” 
I will miss his kind but resolutely non-con-
forming spirit. Without apology, he planted a 

When Mac served in Korea, his command-
ing officer wrote, "His intelligence, tact, and 
unusually cooperative attitude have gained 
for Mr. Simms the respect of the officers 
and men alike." In his academic career, he 
would similarly have the respect of the stu-
dents, teachers, members of the Administra-
tion, parents, and members of the Boards of 
Trustees. As a public servant volunteering on 
countless committees, Mac always did extra 
work to build consensus and get things done. 

He was a proud liberal who loved politics. At 
The Gunnery, he ran mock political conven-
tions every four years. In 1970, he ran for a 
seat in the State Senate in Connecticut. Mac's 
opponents were adversaries -- not enemies. 

Mac is survived by his partner in life since 1980, 
his wife Chase; and the four children of their 
blended family: Jonathan, William, Amanda, 
and Leonardo and their families. Rest in peace, 

In his own words:

Mac Simms reflected on his appointment as 
Oakwood’s head of school and his marriage 
to colleague Chase Crosley in 1980:

“On a very personal level, I am also aware 
of the patterns of permanence and change. 
It was a philosophy of education developed 
over 20 years of teaching and administering, 
and a concern to help students individual-
ly discover a sense of worth and purpose, 
that brought me to Oakwood two years 
ago. At the same time, Chase Crosley ar-
rived to teach English, drama, and Quaker-
ism. She and her two children quickly felt 
that coming to Oakwood was like coming 
home. This past June 22nd, Chase and I mar-
ried each other in the Poughkeepsie Meet-
ing, in the company of family and friends. 
Earlier in June, I enjoyed hearing from Em-
ily Taylor ’23 of earlier Oakwood romanc-
es and marriages. The other big change in 
my life is, of course, becoming headmaster 
of Oakwood. I am still primarily a teacher, 
by inclination, and I shall probably remain 
so. But I am also excited by the challenges 
and opportunities of my new job; and sup-
ported by Chase and by my colleagues and 
friends here, I feel ready to take them on.” 

flag for the strange and curious, and thereby 
allowed all the rest of us to live in that same 
free space, to indulge our own eccentricities. 
I found that side of him deeply comforting.”

Jonathan established the Native American 
Fund at Oakwood in 2017 inspired by the 
school’s celebration of Lakota Culture and the 
activism of Shai Blackbird ’18 from the Rose-
bud Reservation in South Dakota. Jonathan 
traced his life-long interest and concern for 
the rights of indigenous people to his grand-
mother who put aside clothing to contribute 
to indigenous people in need. We are grate-
ful to Jonathan for his philanthropic spirit 
and affection for Oakwood Friends School. 

Dr. Richard Gilbert 
Knapp ’58 taught 
French and general 
studies at Mars Hill 
College for 31 years. 
Dick’s colleague, Dr. 
Greg Clemons, Span-
ish Professor, wrote 
“Au Revoir Mon Ami” 
for publication in 
the Mars Hill Maga-
zine. Excerpts follow:

Few people knew that Dick was an eminent 
scholar on the French writer Voltaire and 18th 
century French literature. In fact, few people 
knew what a towering intellect and enjoy-
able person he was. Dick lived in a beau-
tiful home in North Asheville. Inside were 
artwork, ceramics, and beautiful pieces that 
he had collected over the years. In fact, his 
home was like a museum: around each cor-
ner was another treasure that was matched 
only by the elegant furnishings, carpets, and 
rugs. I remember sitting on the welcoming 
front porch in warm weather just laughing 
and talking about anything and everything 
with Dick. That was the beauty and joy of 
Dick Knapp: he knew so much that I always 
considered him a walking encyclopedia. 

As a new professor in 1971, Dick stood out 
because of his non-Southern demeanor. Be-
ing from New England, Dick was not quite 
sure how to maneuver the Southern way, 
which was at times circuitous and not to 
the point. His stylized use of French and 
his worldliness was a refreshing element 
for the college and for the small town of 
Mars Hill; he brought culture to the cam-
pus and town. Dick’s personality could be 
misunderstood; he was ironic, deprecat-
ing, and very blunt. But the truth was that 
he was also funny, quick with a comment 
or opinion, and dedicated to his career of 
teaching. He loved his scholarly pursuits. 

Dick was always quick to laugh. His intel-
ligence came through in all he said and did 
– his humility about his incredible intellect 
was perhaps one of his greatest features. 
Dick was the son of a veterinarian. That love 

of dogs must have passed to him because 
he owned Doberman pinschers for years, 
but as he aged, he was the owner of Dachs-
hunds.  When he died in January, I knew that 
I would miss him terribly, for he was always 
capable of making me laugh and smile. And, 
memorably, he had the uncanny ability to 
make me aspire to his level of scholarship. 

Through a bequest, Dick made a sub-
stantial contribution to the John Hud-
son Knapp’53 Scholarship Fund, estab-
lished in 2000 through his brother’s estate. 
The Fund will now be called the John H. 
and Richard G. Knapp Scholarship Fund, 
as Dick requested. Oakwood was fortu-
nate to call him a distinguished alum-
nus and wonderful friend of the school.

New Board Member
Dawit Zeleke ’81

Oakwood Friends School is delighted to 
welcome Dawit Zeleke, class of 1981, as 
the newest member of the Board of Man-
agers. Dawit lives in Chico, California, with 
his wife Corinne Ong, and serves as the 
Senior Advisor for Conservation and Agri-
culture for the Nature Conservancy. He is 
responsible for setting strategic vision and 
fundraising for projects for a conservation 
region that includes forests in the Sierra Ne-
vada, river systems in Northern and Central 
California, and more than 100,000 acres of 
agricultural and rangeland properties. Dawit 
and Cori also own and operate Capay Sat-
suma Mandarins, a certified organic orchard.

In 2015, Dawit opened Alumni Weekend by 
presenting the Dash Davis Gleiter Lecture on 
Social Justice: The First Time I Saw Snow: An 
Immigrant’s Journey that Began at Oakwood. 
Students and faculty were mesmerized learn-
ing about Dawit’s life from childhood in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, immigration to the United 
States and arrival at Oakwood as a freshman 
in 1976. After Oakwood, he earned his B.A. 
in Cultural Anthropology from Friends World 
College in Huntington, NY. He later gradu-
ated from the California Agricultural Lead-
ership Program and serves on the Dean’s 
Advisory Board of the U.C. Davis College 
of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. 

Dawit has remained devoted to Oakwood 
Friends School through the years, support-
ing the annual fund and returning often for 
reunion weekends. Recently, on hearing 
the news of Mac Simm’s passing, he com-
mented: “I had the privilege of being men-
tored by Mac at Oakwood. He lives on in 
those he touched. I am heading out today 
for a hike in the Sierras. I couldn’t think 
of a better way to celebrate his life.” 

Chase and Mac at Alumni Weekend 2014
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2023 Spring School Calendar

April 18		  Earthshare Day 

April  29		  Visual Arts Showcase and 	
		  Spring Concert

May 4		  Arts Lecture - Irene Yee '05

June 7		  Middle School Moving Up

June 8		  Senior Dinner

June 9		  Commencement

June 16-18		 Alumni Weekend


